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DETAILED ACTION 
Specification 

1 . The disclosure is objected to because of the following informalities: 
(Page 2, para 0025) refers to figure 2, however (page 2, para 0027) has no 

reference to a figure. All the pointers show a reference to figure 1 . "Referring back to 
figure 1" should be added to this para. 
Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described In a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale In this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent In the United 
States. 

3. Claim 24 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Browne et al 
(WO 92/22983). 

(1) with regards to claim 24, Browne discloses 
a method comprising the steps of: 

A) playing back a first piece of information among a plurality of pieces of 
information recorded on a recording medium (figure 6, page 25, lines 24 - 30) 

B) preparing a first deletion flag indicating that the first piece of information 
currently played should be deleted (figure 6, page 25, lines 24 - 30) 

C) attaching the first deletion flag to the first piece of information (figure 6, page 
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25, lines 24 - 30) 

D) generating a list of the plurality of pieces of information recorded on the 
recording mediunn except for the first piece of information to which the first deletion flag 
is attached (figure 6, page 25, lines 24 - 30) 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

4. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action; 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 

forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

5. Claims 1-23 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Browne (WO 92/22983) in view of Cragun et al (US 5561457). 

Browne discloses an apparatus for recording a plurality of pieces of 
information on a recording medium and reproducing information recorded thereon 
comprising: 

a playback unit (figure 1 , 100) for reading a selected piece of information from a 
plurality of pieces of information (figure 6) recorded on the recording medium ( figure 1 , 
104) to play back the selected piece of infomiation (figure 6, page 24, lines 25 - 32) 

a flag setting unit (figure 6) for preparing a deletion flag indicating that the 
selected piece of information currently played should be deleted (figure 6, page 24 - 30) 
and for attaching the deletion flag to the selected piece of information (figure 6, page 
25, lines 24 - 30) further clarifying that the "locked" flag is checked it means that it 
should not be deleted. 
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and 

a generating unit for generating a list of the plurality of pieces of infornnation 
recorded on the recording medium (figure 2, page 24, lines 19-22) except for the 
selected piece of infonnatlon to which the deletion flag is attached (figure 6, page 25, 
lines 24 -30) further clarifying that the locked" flag is checked It means that it should not 

« 

be deleted. 

Browne discloses all of the subject matter above, except a response to a deletion 
command issued while the playback unit is playing the selected piece of information 

Cragun et al in the same field of endeavor teaches response to a deletion 
command issued while the playback unit is playing the selected piece of information 
(figure 1 , 106, column 9, lines 19-25) in order to "permitting the viewer to interactively 
input information while a television program is simultaneously being displayed on 
display 106" 

It is desirable to issue a deletion command issued while the playback unit is 
playing the selected piece of information. This enables the viewer to simultaneously 
interact with the system and the memory. It allows the user to change settings while 
watching the current program. This increases the ability of a viewer of televised 
information to locate information of interest from among a plurality of channels and/or 
programs. 

Therefore it would have been obvious to one of the ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to set up a procedure to issue a deletion command while 
the playback unit is playing the selected piece of information as taught by Cragun et al 
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in the invention of Browne in order to ensure uninterrupted viewing of the playback while 
a deletion command is issued. 

(2) with regards to claim 2, Browne discloses : 

the apparatus according to claim 1 further including a control unit for rendering a 
recording area of the selected piece of infonnation to which the deletion flag is 
attached (figure 6, page 25, lines 24 - 27) further clarifying that the "locked" flag is 
checked it mean.s that it should not be deleted, , overwritable when a remaining 
recording capacity of the recording medium is less than a predetermined capacity (page 
25, lines 30 - 33, and page 26, lines 1-4) which provides "alerts" when storage 
capacity is reached. 

(3) with regards to claim 3, Browne discloses : 

the apparatus according to claim 1 further including an operation unit having a 
deletion button for issuing the deletion command (page 30, lines 28 - 29. and 32 - 33) 

(4) with regards to claim 4. Browne discloses : 

the apparatus according to claim 1 , wherein the generating unit generates a 
confirmation message before the deletion command is issued (page 25, lines 
30 - 34, and page 26, lines 1 - 4), further clarifying that the confirmation message is in 
the form of an "alert" to the user before deletion. 

(5) with regards to claim 5, Browne discloses : 

the apparatus according to claim 1, wherein the selected piece of information 
remains recorded on the recording medium even after the deletion flag is attached to 
the selected piece of information (figure 6, page 25, lines 24 - 30), here information is 
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recorded even though the deletion flag is tagged. 

(6) with regards to claim 6, Browne discloses 

the apparatus according to claim 1 further including a recycle bin (figure 1, 104) 
for storing the selected piece of information when the deletion flag is attached to the 
selected piece of information (figure 6, page 25, lines 24 - 30) whereas the recycle bin 
is shared storage while the program to be erased is tagged. 

(7) with regards to claim 7, Browne discloses 

the apparatus according to claim 1, wherein the selected piece of information is 
physically deleted from the recording medium when the deletion flag is attached to the 
selected piece of information (figure 3, page 19, lines 25 - 30) at the command of the 
user, the program is deleted, ''erased" 

(8) with regards to claim 8, Browne discloses 

the apparatus according to claim 1, wherein the recording medium is at least one 
of a hard disc, a video tape, an optical disc and a semiconductor (figure 1, 104a, page 
10, lines 32, and page 1 1 , lines 1-3) 

(9) with regards to claim 9, Browne discloses 

an apparatus for recording a plurality of pieces of information on a 
recording medium and reproducing information recorded thereon comprising: 

a playback unit (figure 1 , 100) for reading a first piece of information from a 
plurality of pieces of infomnation (figure 6) recorded on the recording medium ( figure 1 , 
104) to play back the first piece of information (figure 6, page 24, lines 25 - 32) 
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a first flag setting unit (figure 6) for preparing a first deletion flag indicating that 
the first piece of information currently played should be deleted, (figure 6, page 24 - 30) 
and for attaching the first deletion flag to the first piece of information (figure 6, page 
25. lines 24 - 30) further clarifying that the "locked" flag is checked it means that it 
should not be deleted. 

a second flag setting unit (figure 6) for preparing a second deletion flag indicating 
that a second piece of information not currently played should be deleted, (figure 6, 
page 24 -3) in response to a second deletion command that designates the second 
piece of infomnation, and for attaching the second deletion flag to the second piece of 
information (figure 6. page 25, lines 24 - 30) and 

a generating unit for generating a list of the plurality of pieces of information 
recorded on the recording medium except for the first and second pieces of information 
to which the first and second deletion flags are attached, (figure 6, page 24, lines 25 - 
32) further clarifying that the "locked" flag is checked it means that it should not be 
deleted. 

Browne discloses all of the subject matter above, except a response to a deletion 
command issued while the playback unit is playing the selected piece of information 

Cragun et al in the same field of endeavor teaches response to a deletion 
command issued while the playback unit is playing the selected piece of information 
(figure 1, 106, column 9, lines 19-25) in order to "permitting the viewer to interactively 
input infomnation while a television program is simultaneously being displayed on 
display 106" 
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It is desirable to issue a deletion command issued while the playback unit is 
playing the selected piece of information. This enables the viewer to simultaneously 
interact with the system and the memory. It allows the user to change settings while 
watching the current program. This increases the ability of a viewer of televised 
information to locate information of interest from among a plurality of channels and/or 
programs. 

Therefore it would have been obvious to one of the ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to set up a procedure to issue a deletion command while 
the playback unit is playing the selected piece of information as taught by Cragun et al 
in the invention of Browne in order to ensure uninterrupted viewing of the playback while 
a deletion command is issued. 

(10) with regards to claim 10, Browne discloses 

the apparatus according to claim 9 further including a control unit for 
rendering at least one of a first recording area of the first piece of information to which 
the first deletion flag is attached (figure 6, page 25, lines 24 - 27) which shows that 
selected programs can be erased and a second recording area of the second piece of 
information to which the second deletion flag is attached (figure 6, page 25, lines 24 - 
27) over writable when a remaining recording capacity of the recording medium is less 
than a predetermined capacity (figure 6, page 25, lines 30 - 33, page 26, lines 1-2) 

(1 1 ) with regards to claim 1 1 , Browne discloses 

the apparatus according to claim 9, wherein the generating unit generates 
a first confirmation message before the first deletion command is issued (figure 6, page 
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25, lines 30 - 33, and page 26, lines 1-4) and generates a second confirmation 
message before the second deletion command is issued (figure 6, page 25, lines 30 - 
33, and page 26, lines 1 - 4) further clarifying that the unit generates an "alert" to notify 
the user when storage is an issue. 

(12) with regards to claim 12, Browne discloses 

the apparatus according to claim 9, wherein at least one of the first and 
second pieces of infonnation remains recorded on the recording medium even 
after the first and second deletions flags are attached to the first and second 
pieces of information, (figure 6, page 25, lines 24 - 30) further clarifying that the 
recorded material is not deleted unless specifically done. 

(13) with regards to claim 13, Browne discloses 

the apparatus according to claim 9 further including a recycle bin (figure 1 , 104) 

* 

for storing at least one of the first and second pieces of information when the 
first and second deletion flags are attached to the first and second pieces of 
information. (figure 6, page 6, lines 24 - 30) whereas the recycle bin is shared storage 

(14) with regards to claim 14, Browne discloses 

the apparatus according to claim 9, wherein at least one of the first and 
second pieces of information is physically deleted from the recording medium 
when the first and second deletion flags are attached to the first and second 
pieces of information (figure 6, page 26, lines 2-4) where the user may "unlock" the 
program to be erased. 

(15) with regards to claim 15, Browne discloses 
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the apparatus according to claim 9, wherein the recording medium is at 
least one of a hard disc, a video tape, an optical disc and a semiconductor 
recorder (figure 1, 104a, page 10, lines 32, and page 11, lines 1-3) 

(16) with regards to claim 16. Browne discloses 
an apparatus comprising: 

means for reading a first piece of information from a plurality of pieces of 
information (figure 6) recorded on a recording medium to play back the first piece of 
information (figure 6, page 24, lines 25 - 32) 

means for preparing a first deletion flag indicating that the first piece of 
information currently played should be deleted, and for attaching the first 
deletion flag to the first piece of information; (figure 6. page 25, lines 24 - 30) 

generating means for generating a list of the plurality of pieces of information 
recorded on the recording medium (figure 6, page 25, lines 24 - 30) except for the 
first piece of information to which the first deletion flag is attached (figure 6, page 25, 
lines 24 30) 

Browne discloses all of the subject matter above, except a response to a first 
deletion command issued while the first piece of information is being played, 

Cragun et al in the same field of endeavor teaches response to a first deletion 
command issued while the first piece of information is being played (figure 1, 106, 
column 9. lines 19 - 25) in order to "permitting the viewer to interactively input 
information while a television program is simultaneously being displayed on display 106" 
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It is desirable to issue a deletion command issued while the first piece of 
information is being played. This enables the viewer to simultaneously interact with the 
system and the memory. It allows the user to change settings while watching the current 
program. This increases the ability of a viewer of televised information to locate 
Information of interest from among a plurality of channels and/or programs. 

Therefore it would have been obvious to one of the ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to set up a procedure to issue a first deletion command 
while the first piece of information is being played as taught by Cragun et al in the 
invention of Browne in order to ensure uninterrupted viewing of the playback while a first 
deletion command is issued. 

(17) with regards to claim 17, Browne discloses 

the apparatus according to claim 16 further including a second flag 
setting unit for preparing a second deletion flag indicating that a second 
piece of information not currently played should be deleted, in response to a 
second deletion command that designates the second piece of information, and 
for attaching the second deletion flag to the second piece of information, and 
wherein the generating means generates a list of the plurality of pieces of 
information recorded on the recording medium except for the first and second 
pieces of information to which the first and second deletion flags are 
attached, (figure 6, page 25, lines 24 - 30) 

(18) with regards to claim 18, Browne discloses 

the apparatus according to claim 17 further including means for rendering 
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at least one of a first recording area of the first piece of information to 
which the first deletion flag is attached and a second recording area of the 
second piece of information to which the second deletion flag is attached 
over writable when a remaining recording capacity of the recording medium is 
less than a predetermined capacity (figure 6, page 25, lines 24 - 30) 

(19) with regards to claim 19, Browne discloses 

the apparatus according to claim 17, wherein the generating unit generates 
a first confirmation message before the first deletion command is issued and 
displays a second confirmation message before the second deletion command is 
issued (figure 6, page 25, lines 30 - 33, page 26, lines 1-2) 

(20) with regards to claim 20, Browne discloses 

the apparatus according to claim 17, wherein at least one of the first and 
second pieces of information remains recorded on the recording medium even 
after the first and second deletions flags are attached to the first and second 
pieces of information (figure 6, page 25, lines 24 - 30) 

(21) with regards to claim 22, Browne discloses 

the apparatus according to claim 17 further including a recycle bin (figure 6, 104) 

for storing at least one of the first and second pieces of information when the 

first and second deletion flags are attached to the first and second pieces of 
information (figure 6, page 25, lines 24 - 30) 

(22) with regards to claim 22, Browne discloses 
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the apparatus according to claim 17, wherein at least one of the first and 
second pieces of information is physically deleted from the recording medium 
when the first and second deletion flags are attached to the first and second 
pieces of information, (figure 6. page 25, lines 24 - 30) 

(23) with regards to claim 23, Browne discloses 

the apparatus according to claim 16, wherein the recording medium is at 
least one of a hard disc, a video tape, an optical disc and a semiconductor (figure 1, 
104a, page 10, lines 32, and page 11, lines 1-3) 
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Conclusion 

6. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

Lawler et a! (US 5805763) discloses system and method for automatically 
recording programs In an interactive viewing system. 

Goldwasser et al (US 5241428) discloses a video recorder and playback device 
allowing simultaneous recording and playback. 

Ottenson et al (US 5778135) discloses a system and method for editing program 
material to provide viewers with real time editing control. 

Kanda (US 5930446) discloses a recording and reproducing apparatus that can 
simultaneously perform a recording operation and a reproducing operation for 
reproducing a video signal. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Syed Y. Hasan whose telephone number is 571-270- 
1082. The examiner can normally be reached on 9/8/5. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Shuwang Liu can be reached on 571-272-3036. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

S YH 
07/19/2006 





